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association, such direction constitutes 
causing the vehicle to be used and the 
agricultural employer or agricultural 
association is jointly responsible with 
the farm labor contractor for assuring 
that the vehicle meets the insurance, 
and safety and health provisions of 
these regulations. In all cases a person 
using a farm labor contractor is re-
quired to take reasonable steps to de-
termine that the vehicle used by the 
farm labor contractor is authorized to 
be used for transportation as pre-
scribed in section 402 of the Act and 
§ 500.71 of these regulations. 

(d) Housing related protections. Re-
sponsibility for compliance with the 
housing safety and health provisions of 
section 203 of the Act and §§ 500.130 
through 500.135 of these regulations is 
imposed upon the person (or persons) 
who owns or controls a facility or real 
property used as housing for migrant 
agricultural workers. Any agricultural 
employer or agricultural association 
which has a farm labor contractor op-
erate housing which it owns or controls 
is responsible, as well as the farm labor 
contractor, for insuring compliance 
with the housing safety and health pro-
visions of these regulations. When the 
owner or operator of the housing is not 
an agricultural employer, agricultural 
association or farm labor contractor, 
the owner is responsible for that hous-
ing meeting the safety and health pro-
visions under the Act and these regula-
tions. This is subject to the exclusion 
stated in § 500.131 of these regulations 
which provides that the housing safety 
and health requirements do not apply 
to any person who, in the ordinary 
course of that person’s business, regu-
larly provides housing on a commercial 
basis to the general public and who 
provides housing to any migrant agri-
cultural worker of the same character 
and on the same or comparable terms 
and conditions as provided to the gen-
eral public. 

§ 500.71 Utilization of only registered 
farm labor contractors. 

The Act prohibits any person from 
utilizing the services of a farm labor 
contractor to supply migrant or sea-
sonal agricultural workers without 
first taking reasonable steps to deter-
mine that the farm labor contractor 

possesses a valid Certificate of Reg-
istration, issued pursuant to the Act, 
which authorizes the activity for which 
the contractor is to be utilized. This 
prohibition also applies to a farm labor 
contractor who wishes to utilize the 
services of another farm labor con-
tractor (see § 500.41). In making the de-
termination about a contractor’s reg-
istration status, a person may rely 
upon the contractor’s possession of a 
Certificate of Registration which on its 
face is valid and which authorizes the 
activity for which the contractor is 
utilized. A person has the alternative 
to confirm the contractor’s registra-
tion through the central registry main-
tained by the United States Depart-
ment of Labor. 

§ 500.72 Agreements with workers. 

(a) The Act prohibits farm labor con-
tractors, agricultural employers and 
agricultural associations from vio-
lating, without justification, the terms 
of any working arrangements they 
have made with migrant or seasonal 
agricultural workers. Normally, 
‘‘without justification’’ would not in-
clude situations in which failure to 
comply with the terms of any working 
arrangements was directly attributable 
to acts of God, due to conditions be-
yond the control of the person or to 
conditions which he could not reason-
ably foresee. 

(b) Written agreements do not relieve 
any person of any responsibility that 
the person would otherwise have under 
the Act or these regulations. 

§ 500.73 Required purchase of goods or 
services solely from any person pro-
hibited. 

The Act prohibits a farm labor con-
tractor, agricultural employer or agri-
cultural association from requiring a 
migrant or seasonal agricultural work-
er to purchase goods or services solely 
from such farm labor contractor, agri-
cultural employer, or agricultural as-
sociation, or any other person acting 
as an agent for any person subject to 
this prohibition. 
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